UXDER   THE   BOURBON'S
the Legislature under the new system. But all such
privileges were rendered hollow by the attitude of the
old nobility, the men of feudal or medieval token \vho
affected to overlook those families whose starting-point
had been the Revolution.
tf]Let me see, you are Madame Junct, are you not?'"
asked the Duchess of Angoulerne of the recently created
Duchess of Abrantes; while the same school of uncer-
tainty found that Madame Xey occurred more easily tc
mind than her title,, Princess of the Moscowa. She was
even addressed as Aglae by the returned Royalists, anc
at such times she worried her husband with tales o.
insulting treatment at the palace.
For his own part, Ney would have been untroublec
by the petty reminders that struck his wife as so mud
loss of prestige. The strong oak grounded in fields lik<
Elchingen and Jena could well be unmindful of tb
coloured tits pecking at its branches. But Aglae, wit]
the typical regard of her kind for pleasure and plumage
so stirred him that at last he complained to Louis.
His interview with the Court Chamberlain, howevei
-who reflected the prevailing manner of the Tuilerie;
circle, filled him with no small part of Aglae's resentmen^
'These people know nothing. They cannot know whs
the name of Ney stands for. Shall I have to teach them!
The news of such happenings was made known t
the exile at Elba. cDo my generals go to Court?' aske
Napoleon. 'Yes, sire/ he was told, cand they are a
enraged to find themselves superseded in favour I
emigrants who have never heard the sound of a cannor
With life in Paris thus made unbearable, Ney retire
to his country house at Coudreaux in the October <
1814. And now, it seemed, his hopes for a quiet existen
were about to be realized. He could count himself w<
rid of society, whose insolence and dissipation had jarr<
upon his own simple manners in much the same way
those manners had been opposed to the splendid affeci
tion of that society. News of the capital reached hi.
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